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Mr. Clément Beaune, Minister of State for European Affairs, 

attached to the Minister for Europe and Foreign Affairs  

Hon. Carlos Zorrinho, Co-President of the Joint Parliamentary 

Assembly  

Mrs. Jeanne Barseghian, Mayor, city of Strasbourg  

Your Excellency Mr. Georges Rebelo Pinto Chikoti, Secretary-

General of the Organisation of African, Caribbean and Pacific 

States  

Distinguished Invited Guests, 

Fellow Parliamentarians, 

Ladies and gentlemen, 

 

I thank you for the opportunity to make a Statement at this 

distinguished gathering. On behalf of the OACPS and on my 

personal behalf, I wish to thank the Government and people of 

France, in particular the city of Strasbourg, for offering to host 

these series of meetings of the OACPS Parliamentary Assembly 

and the ACP-EU Joint Parliamentary Assembly. we acknowledge 

that in the current climate of COVID-19 Pandemic and its impact 

on international conferences, this was not an easy decision to 

make.  
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As this is my first address to this august assembly, I am delighted to 

finally be among new friends and colleagues, I am equally 

pleased to see each of you that I have already had the priv ilege 

of interacting with on a virtual platform. I wish to thank my region 

the Pacific Region once again for the confidence vested in my 

country through me to oversee the affairs of this Assembly. 

Indeed, I will spare no effort to fulfil the task entrusted to me during 

this period. 

In January 2022, in this very room, the parliament bid farewell to a 

their President. It will be remiss of me not to extend my deepest 

condolences on my own behalf and indeed that of the OACPS 

Parliamentary Assembly on the passing of the President of the 

European Parliament the Late Mr. David Sassoli.  

We watched the world pay tribute to a man of rare kindness and 

defender of democracy. I was moved by his decision during the 

COVID-19 pandemic to open the parliament for the most 

vulnerable particularly women who were victims of domestic 
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violence, truly a man whose heart for social justice, knew no 

boundaries. May his soul continue to rest in peace. 

Honorable Members 

Dear Colleagues 

We are meeting after two years that were marked with greatest 

isolation and disconnect due to the COVID-19 Pandemic. A s we 

watched many embrace a new norm of connecting with each 

other, we also saw, at the same the world come together for a 

common cause, and language – language of humanity and 

solidarity.  

Our coming together today truly signifies a testament of the great 

resilience that communities and peoples possess. This gathering is 

therefore driven by our common identity of shared global values 

and ideals. We take pride in the knowledge that our partnership is 

the largest official and structured organisation between the worlds 

developing and developed countries spanning three continents 

and geographical regions. 
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In coming together, we reaffirm our vision to improve the living 

standards of our peoples through good governance, preservation 

of peace and security and social justice.  

Co-President 

Honorable Members 

Before us are matters of profound and far-reaching significance 

for the OACPS. The demand for serious commitment to these 

matters is inevitable if we are to craft a future that will be 

meaningful and enriching for the livelihoods of the millions of 

ordinary people, across the space of three continents occupied 

by our 79 Member-States. The world is facing multiple crises on an 

unprecedented scale. As never before, however, there is a shared 

understanding that we can only address these challenges by 

working together and we, who have a popular mandate to 

represent the people, should not be found wanting.  

For this reason, the Assembly deliberately chose to discuss some 

topics that are of relevance to all our countries but of particular 

interest to the OACPS, such as COVID – 19 Pandemic and its 
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impact on education as well as the exchange on strengthening 

our health systems, Enhancing the resilience of small island 

developing states against climate change and natural disasters. 

Climate Change will affect all our countries, if it hasn’t done so 

already. But due to the structural handicap and challenges faced 

by of our OACPS countries, and most vulnerable among our 

membership, our response to adapt to and mitigate the imoacts 

of climate change could well be insurmountable if not for the 

support of our partners. 

The OACPS shares the conviction of the urgency of addressing 

climate change related challenges particularly for the most 

vulnerable nations including Least developed countries, 

Landlocked Developing Countries and Small Island Developing 

States who are working together to build resilience, support low 

carbon transition and sustainable development for their countries.  

Honorable Members 

Distinguished Guests 
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The 41st Session of the JPA must truly mark the turning of a new 

page in the history of the JPA, as we celebrate the 20 years of the 

Cotonou Partnership Agreement and the future OACPS-EU 

parliamentary cooperation. 

We take pride in the Joint Parliamentary Assembly and its many 

accomplishments stretching over four decades. Those who started 

the Assembly in the early 70s and their successors helped to lay  a 

solid foundation for international political cooperation and 

multilateralism. 

Today the JPA is one of the worlds organization of parliaments that 

facilitates parliamentary diplomacy as well as political debate, 

dialogue and cooperation with and between parliaments. It 

assists our parliaments in coping with a growing international 

agenda and in developing a parliamentary dimension on global 

issues as well as work to advance the OACPS and EU 

Cooperation.  

As the curtain closes in on this format of JPA, a new dawn is in the 

horizon, we look to the future, there is every reason to be 
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optimistic. To be proud of where we are and confident in our 

ability to scale new heights in strengthening the parliamentary 

dimension of this partnership.   

I am reminded of the words of the Former President of South Africa  

the late President Nelson Mandela, who once said that “after 

climbing a great hill, one only finds that there are many more hil ls 

to climb”.   

Many more hills to climb lie ahead for this Assembly, let us do with 

great determination and steadfastness, as we continue climbing 

to greater heights.  

Co-President 

Honorable Members 

We welcome the new dawn of our Assembly, but we do so with 

an underlying anxiety, the new agreement was initialled by both 

parties on 15 April 2021. The text has undergone legal-linguistic 

revisions submitted by the European side. The date of signature of 

the new Agreement is still subject to internal consultations on the 

European side. 
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In two weeks, it will be a year since the Chief negitiators initialled 

the agreement, I wish to call on this assembly to use its mandate 

to call on the EU to fast track the processes to pave way for the 

signing of the new agreement.  

 

In conclusion, I would say that virtually all our countries are 

currently facing natural, political or humanitarian challenges of 

varying degrees. This has demonstrated that, like never before, we 

need political will, good leadership, effective action and dynamic 

change with a sense of urgency.  The time has come to construct 

a multi-dimensional, multi-stakeholder and all-inclusive approach 

to these global challenges.  
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Let us bring results and delivery through change and improved 

policies and create hope and opportunities for people in the 21st  

century - only then shall we be on the path to sustainable inclusive 

development.  

May our deliberations and debate collectively rely on our 

steadfast determination to defend and deepen those values that 

we cherish and hold dear:  solidarity and unity in diversity. 

 

I thank you for your kind attention. 

*** 


